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PRESS RELEASE 
September 02, 2014
FirstBank promotes Down syndrome awareness: Debuts Hope Rising Drama Series. 
As part of its CSR drive under its health Initiative to create awareness, correct negative societal perceptions and provide support for all forms of disabilities in Nigeria, FirstBank is proud to present the Hope Rising Drama Series produced in partnership with Down Syndrome Foundation of Nigeria.  Hope Rising Drama Series is a FirstBank initiative which focuses on highlighting the challenges of Down syndrome and exploring efforts at combating the disorder and also providing the platform for public enlightenment, so as to demystify it and encourage societal support and advocacy. 
The 15-minute radio drama series which airs on Rhythm FM network every Tuesday at 9a.m to 9.15a.m with repeat broadcast on Rhythm Lagos at on Friday 9a.m to 9.15a.m, focuses on a family coping with the entrance of a baby with Down Syndrome and tells a moving tale about Maryam who battles society and her family for the sake of her son, and of Abah’s rise above Down syndrome and negative perceptions.  It is one of the many new initiatives at FirstBank aimed at putting Nigerian communities first under its platforms of Education, Health, Economic Empowerment and the Environment. 
In rewarding public participation, each episode ends with a quiz which comes with fantastic prizes for the first 3 correct answers. Responses to the quiz questions can be sent to an SMS short code to be provided after each episode or to FirstBank twitter or Facebook pages. 

Speaking at a media briefing recently, FirstBank’s Spokesperson, Folake Ani-Mumuney stated that FirstBank partnered with Down Syndrome Foundation of Nigeria , a non-governmental, not-for-profit association of children with Down syndrome, whose scope covers advocacy for children with Down syndrome, their parents, caregivers and interested stakeholders. As part of its CSR initiative, FirstBank is committed to bridging the gap between children/adults with Down Syndrome and the rest of the society which perfectly mirrors FirstBank’s commitment regarding the disability.
In supporting its communities, FirstBank has key CSR initiatives under Education, Health and Welfare; the Environment and Economic Empowerment platforms. These initiatives include Hope Rising drama series, FutureFirst Programme; Education Endowment Programme; Infrastructural Development Programme; and Youth Development Programme, Folake added.
In the last 120years FirstBank has consistently striven to make a difference in the lives of people through its Citizen Approach which includes its commitment to conducting business transparently and dependably by managing its business processes towards ensuring an inclusive, positive impact on society. This approach is also about operating ethically and sustainably in its dealings with all stakeholders as well as empowering the communities where it operates.
About FirstBank
First Bank of Nigeria Limited, a subsidiary of FBN Holdings Plc, is Nigeria’s leading financial services institution by total assets and gross earnings and one of the largest corporate and retail banking financial institutions in sub-Saharan Africa (excluding South Africa). Since its establishment in 1894, the Bank has consistently built relationships with customers focusing on fundamentals of good corporate governance, strong liquidity, risk management and strong capitalization. 

FirstBank operates an extensive distribution network with over 750 business locations, about 2,446 ATM’s and over 10 million customer accounts.  The Bank provides a comprehensive range of financial services and has international presence through its subsidiaries, FBN Bank (UK) Limited in London and Paris, Banque International de Credit (B.I.C) in the Republic of Congo, International Commercial Bank (ICB) in Ghana, The Gambia, Guinea, Sierra-Leone and Senegal as well as its Representative Offices in Johannesburg, Beijing and Abu Dhabi. 

FirstBank is the recipient of many awards. The Bank has been named “The Best Bank Brand in Nigeria” three times in a row – 2011, 2012, 2013 – by the globally renowned “The Banker Magazine” of the Financial Times Group. FirstBank’s brand purpose is to always put its stakeholders, customers and partners at the heart of its business, even as it is poised to standardize customer experience and excellence in financial solutions across Sub Saharan Africa, in consonance with its brand vision “To be the partner of first choice in building your future”. The brand promise is to always deliver the ultimate “gold standard” of value and excellence. This commitment is anchored on the FirstBank’s inherent values of passion, partnership and people, to position its customers first in every respect.

For three consecutive years, 2012, 2013 and 2014, FirstBank was named the “Best Retail Bank in Nigeria” by the Asian Banker International Excellence in Retail Financial Services Awards. Other recent awards include the “Best Bank in Nigeria” in the Euromoney Awards for Excellence, “Best Bank in West Africa” and “Most Innovative Bank in Africa” in the African Banker Awards, “Best Bank in Nigeria” in the EMEA Finance African Banking Awards for the fourth time, “Best Foreign Exchange Services in Africa” in the EMEA Finance Treasury Services Awards, “Best Banking Group in Nigeria” by World Finance Banking Awards, and “Best Financial Reporting Company” by Africa Investor.
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