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FirstBank Promotes Arts & Culture, Supports Calabar Carnival 2014 
First Bank of Nigeria Limited has again pledged support for the Calabar Carnival 2014. The month-long Carnival is a platform for showcasing rich Nigerian heritage and the Bank is proud of its longstanding association with the annual festivities. FirstBank has partnered with the Cross River State Government in the execution of the Calabar Carnival for the past seven years and this partnership has given the Bank a good platform to showcase its love and appreciation for the arts and culture, whilst bringing happiness and excitement to Nigerians.

The 2014 edition of the festival themed “Celebration Time” marks the 10th anniversary of the carnival and FirstBank is proud to have played a lead role in bolstering commercial activities and economic development at the events. The Bank is also a proud sponsor of several activities during event as part of its corporate responsibility towards the development of tourism, arts and culture in Nigeria.
FirstBank’s spokesperson, Folake Ani-Mumuney said the Bank is delighted to support the Calabar Carnival as it resonates with its desire to see the nation enhance its tourism potentials and its cultural heritage whilst promoting the diversification of the economy. 

“FirstBank as a heritage brand is always keen to align with activities and causes that project the values of the nation in positive light across the globe. We are proud of the achievements of the Calabar Carnival over the years and remain committed to supporting the festival as well as partnering with similar events that have the potential of enhancing the country’s status on global ratings. Our involvement with the carnival since inception has raised its profile amongst local and international tourists who yearly look forward to enjoying the Bank’s technology-driven products and services,” she said.

Some of the activities sponsored by FirstBank this year include the tree lighting ceremony, governor’s masked fete, theatre performances, musical concerts, golf tournament and the climax of the events being Africa’s Biggest Street Party –  the carnival proper which will take place on Saturday 27, 2014.
Since its debut in 2004, the annual Calabar Carnival has become a benchmark for other state carnivals. It’s arguably the largest cultural Festival in Africa with over 50,000 Costumed revelers, more than 500,000 spectators and an audience of over 50 million television viewers on NTA Network, NTA International, AIT and other satellite broadcasting stations (Africa Magic, Channel O and MTV Base).  “FirstBank has continued to play a pivotal role in the carnival and we look forward to welcoming everyone again to the 2014 session, especially to the events sponsored by FirstBank, where they will have the opportunity to meet the Bank’s team of financial and investment advisers”, Ani-Mumuney stated.

About FirstBank
First Bank of Nigeria Limited, a subsidiary of FBN Holdings Plc, is Nigeria’s leading financial services institution by total assets and gross earnings and one of the largest corporate and retail banking financial institutions in sub-Saharan Africa (excluding South Africa). Since its establishment in 1894, the Bank has consistently built relationships with customers focusing on fundamentals of good corporate governance, strong liquidity, risk management and strong capitalization. 

FirstBank operates an extensive distribution network with over 750 business locations (623 branches, 61 quick service points and 69 cash centers/agencies), over 2,464 ATM’s and over 9 million customer accounts.  The Bank provides a comprehensive range of financial services and has international presence through its subsidiaries, FBN Bank (UK) Limited in London and Paris, Banque International de Credit (B.I.C) in the Republic of Congo, International Commercial Bank (ICB) in Ghana, The Gambia, Guinea, Sierra-Leone and Senegal as well as its Representative Offices in Johannesburg, Beijing and Abu Dhabi. 

FirstBank is the recipient of many awards. The Bank has been named “The Best Bank Brand in Nigeria” three times in a row – 2011, 2012, 2013 – by the globally renowned “The Banker Magazine” of the Financial Times Group. FirstBank’s brand purpose is to always put its stakeholders, customers and partners at the heart of its business, even as it is poised to standardize customer experience and excellence in financial solutions across Sub Saharan Africa, in consonance with its brand vision “To be the partner of first choice in building your future”. The brand promise is to always deliver the ultimate “gold standard” of value and excellence. This commitment is anchored on the FirstBank’s inherent values of passion, partnership and people, to position its customers first in every respect.

For three consecutive years, 2012, 2013 and 2014, FirstBank was named the “Best Retail Bank in Nigeria” by the Asian Banker International Excellence in Retail Financial Services Awards. Other recent awards include the “Best Bank in Nigeria” in the Euromoney Awards for Excellence, “Best Bank in West Africa” and “Most Innovative Bank in Africa” in the African Banker Awards, “Best Bank in Nigeria” in the EMEA Finance African Banking Awards for the fourth time, “Best Foreign Exchange Services in Africa” in the EMEA Finance Treasury Services Awards, “Best Banking Group in Nigeria” by World Finance Banking Awards, and “Best Financial Reporting Company” by Africa Investor.
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